18" Symposium of Central and East European Chambers of Physicians

Statement

on the present and future status of the
professional self-governance of physicians

Adopted in Cracow on 1 October 2011

at the

Having regard to

the Memorandum of Cesky Krumlov on Public Functions and
Professional Representation by Chambers of Physicians (and Dentists);

Taking into consideration

the changing conditions of medical professional practise in Europe over
the last decade (including the increasing migration of physicians within
the enlarged European Union, the shortage of physicians in some
European countries and new regulations on working time);

the constant, rapid development of medical knowledge and technology
which requires physicians to pay ever more attention to their
professional training (specialist training, continuing professional
development / continuing medical education);

the growing expectations among the European population of easy
access to a wider scope of high quality healthcare services,

the increasing impact of economic forces on the healthcare sector;

the increasing pressure on physicians to adjust their medical activities
according to policies introduced by healthcare administrators and
numerous other “third parties”;

The representatives of the Central and East European chambers of

physicians gathered in Cracow have adopted the following statement:




In 2000, representatives of the chambers of physicians meeting in Cesky Krumlov
adopted a Memorandum which set out the tasks and responsibilities of the chambers
of physicians as the organizations of professional self-governance. In particular, the
representatives of the medical profession underlined that the chambers of physicians
have responsibilities not only towards their members, but also towards the public.
The role of the chambers is not limited to representing physicians’ interests, but goes
far beyond this. The chambers are, and should be, responsible for regulating and
supervising the exercise of the medical profession in order to ensure high quality

medical care.

Recently there have been attempts within Europe to limit the independence of
chambers of physicians or to transfer professional regulatory functions to state
administration agencies, and in some countries this has actually happened. It has
often been argued that chambers represent an obstacle to a free market and a

constraint to competition.

As it is commonly accepted that healthcare services should be regulated in a specific
manner, it has to be stressed that professional self-governance is by no means a
barrier or limitation to the development of economic activities. On the contrary,
organizations of professional self-governance are a guarantee that those who
exercise the respective profession comply with its ethical principles and professional

standards.

Organizations of professional self-governance, operating within the framework of
national and European legal reguiations, have proven to be more efficient and
competent than the authorities of the state in performing all regulatory functions. At
the same time, organizations of professional self-governance represent and defend
the justified interests of their members, thus being the optimal way of regulating the

exercise of liberal professions.




Having in mind the significance of the above considerations for the future of medical
professions and for the quality of healthcare services, the Signatories of this
document urge healthcare professionals, legislators and administrators to work
together and to support, promote and expand the role of professional seff-
govermnance in the provision of high quality, accessible healthcare to patients in
Europe. The Signatories also agree to mutual support in the case of attempts to limit
the independence of chambers of physicians or to transfer regulatory functions to

state administration agencies.
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For the Croatian Medical Chamber For the Romanian College of Physicians
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For the Czech Medical Chamber For the Serbian Medical Chamber
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